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                Frege's Grundgesetze der Arithmetik, published in two volumes in 1893 and 1903 respectively, was meant to be his magnum opus, and yet it is seldom read, and certainly has not received the philosophical and exegetical attention that his other works have rightly garnered. There are arguably two main reasons for this, both addressed by Heck's book. Firstly, the character of Grundgesetze as a text: as opposed to such texts as Sinn und Bedeutung and his more widely-read work on the foundations of mathematics, Grundlagen der Arithmetik, it includes lengthy and difficult technical details of logical definitions and proofs of theorems. A second, perhaps more serious problem with the book is its perceived reliance on a logical definition of the extension of concepts, Basic Law V, which Russell famously showed to be inconsistent. Heck takes on both these issues: his book closely examines key parts of Grundgesetze with an eye to their philosophical interest and significance, unpacking the technical details as needed. Moreover, continuing existing work by George Boolos, Crispin Wright, and others, Heck shows that most of the key results in Grundgesetze can be proved without Basic Law V, which demonstrates the continued relevance of Frege's work for the logical foundations of mathematics.
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